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*Please note: All time limits are tentative and subject to research.  

About the Redesigned SAT 



Eight Key Changes to the SAT® 

Words in Context Command of 
Evidence 

Math that Matters 
Most 

Essay Analyzing a 
Source 

No Penalty for 
Guessing 

U.S. Founding 
Documents and the 

Great Global 
Conversation 

Analysis in Science 
and in History/Social 

Studies 

Problems Grounded 
in Real-World 

Contexts 



Students will need to: 

Interpret meaning based on context 
 
Master relevant vocabulary 
 
Engage in close reading 

Words In Context 



Students will be asked to: 

Interpret, synthesize, and use evidence 
found in a wide range of sources  
 
Support the answers they choose 
 
Integrate information conveyed through 
both reading passages and informational 
graphics 

Command of Evidence 



The redesigned essay will: 

More closely mirror college writing 
assignments 
 

Cultivate close reading, careful analysis, 
and clear writing 
 
Promote the practice of reading a wide 
variety of arguments and analyzing an 
author’s work  

Essay Analyzing a Source 



Current research shows that three key areas 
most contribute to readiness for college and 
career training: 

Problem Solving and Data Analysis 
(quantitative literacy) 
 
Heart of Algebra (mastery of linear 
equations) 
 
Passport to Advanced Math (familiarity with 
more complex equations) 

Math that Matters Most 



Students will engage with questions that: 

Directly relate to the work performed in 
college and career 
 
Include charts, graphs, and passages likely 
to be encountered in science, social 
science, and other majors and careers 
 
Feature multistep applications to solve 
problems in science, social science, career 
scenarios, and other real-life contexts 

Problems Grounded in Real-World Contexts 



Students will apply their reading, writing, 
language, and math skills to answer questions 
in science, history, and social studies contexts. 

Analysis in Science and in History/Social Studies 



The redesigned SAT will include one of the 
following: 

An excerpt from one of the Founding 
Documents 
 
A text from the ongoing Great Global 
Conversation about freedom, justice, and 
human dignity 
 

No prior knowledge of the text will be required. 

U.S. Founding Documents and  
the Great Global Conversation 



One point for each correct answer 
 

Zero points for unanswered items 
 
Zero points for wrong answers 

No Penalty for Guessing 



SAT® Reading Test: Features 

Single and paired passages 

Cross disciplinary contexts: 
- US and world literature 
- History/social studies (Founding documents/great global conversations) 
- Science 

Informational graphics  

Range of text complexity 

Focus on: 
- Words in context 
- Command of evidence 

 



SAT ® Writing and Language Test: Features  

Passage based 
Cross-disciplinary contexts: 

- Humanities 
- History/social studies 
- Science 
- Careers 

Informational graphics 
Multiple text types: argument, informative, nonfiction narrative 
Focus on: 

- Expression of ideas 
- Standard English conventions 
- Words in context 
- Command of evidence 

 



SAT ® Essay Test: Features 

Common prompt:  publicly available 
- Represents sound instructional model 

Sources are arguments written for a broad audience 

Emphasis on analysis of the argument (not opinion) 

Expanded time for students to read, plan, write (50 minutes) 

Analytic scoring 

 



SAT ® Math Test: Features 

Multiple item types 
Focus on what matters in college/career readiness 
Calculator/No calculator sections 
Focus on application, procedural skill and fluency, 
conceptual understanding 
Rich application contexts: 

- Social studies 
- Science 
- Careers 

Item sets 
Multistep problems 

 



Scores 



SAT® Scores and Subscores 

17 



 

Essay scoring will consist of three separate scores: 

SAT® Essay Scores 

Reading 
 

2–8 Scale 

Analysis 
 

2–8 Scale 

Writing 
 

2–8 Scale 



Benefits of the Redesigned 
PSAT/NMSQT® 



Longitudinal Progress Monitoring 
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► Section Scores will be placed on a vertical scale. 
 

This same concept will hold true for the Test and Cross-
Test Scores as well as Total Score. 



Expanded Scholarship Opportunities 



Feedback on Strengths and Weaknesses 

Student online score reports through College Board 
account 

- Replaces My Online Score Report through My College 
QuickStartTM 

- Allows students to review each test question, their answers, and 
the correct answers with answer explanations  

- Displays all score information, including subscores for additional 
insight 



Personalized SAT® Practice through  
Khan Academy 



Visit: 
www.collegereadiness.collegeboard.org  

For More Information 

http://www.collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/


Redesigned SAT Teacher  
Implementation Guide 

Modularized PDFs available online  

Purpose: 

- Explain to teachers and curriculum 
specialists the reasoning and goals 
behind the redesign of the SAT 

- Describe the structure and content 
of the redesigned SAT and the eight 
key changes to the assessment 

- Provide practical, actionable, 
classroom-related information to 
help teachers work with students to 
prepare for SAT 
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Redesigned SAT Teacher  
Implementation Guide 

How to Prepare for the Redesigned 
SAT 

• Use evidence to support your 
arguments. 

• Always analyze the informational 
graphics. 

• Put away the calculator (some of the 
time). 

Instructional Strategies, Keys to the 
SAT and Skill-Building Strategies for 
Reading, Writing and Language, 
Writing the Essay, and Math 
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Counselor Resource 
Guide 

Monthly Webinars 

Counselor Workshops 
- In person 

- Online 

- Video 

Resources for Counselors 



Free, Official 
SAT Practice on 
Khan Academy 



KHAN ACADEMY 
SAT WALKTHROUGH 







Teachers 

Students 



KHAN ACADEMY HOME 
 
Students will see a tile for 
“New SAT” when they log 
into Khan Academy. Click 
this to get started. 



WELCOME TO SAT 
PRACTICE 
 
These first questions make 
sure the student is 
preparing for the new SAT. 
 
Rising sophomores and 
juniors can also use this 
system to prepare for the 
PSAT, which will happen 
this October. 



WELCOME TO SAT 
PRACTICE 
 
The new SAT starts in 
March 2016. 
 
Students who are rising 
seniors (class of 2016) will 
not take this new SAT, 
because it would come 
after their college 
application deadlines. 



WELCOME TO SAT 
PRACTICE 
 
We’re asking students 
where they’re located so 
we can connect them to 
local opportunities for 
practicing. (Perhaps Boys 
and Girls Clubs around the 
country!) 



WELCOME TO SAT 
PRACTICE 
 
The students pick what to 
work on first. On their next 
visit, the system will 
recommend working on 
the other subject. 



DIAGNOSTIC QUIZZES 
 
First, we want students to 
complete each subject’s 
four diagnostic quizzes so 
we can find their starting 
levels and identify what 
they should practice first. 



MATH DIAGNOSTIC QUIZZES 
 
Students will take four 10-
question untimed math 
quizzes that cover every 
skill on the SAT. 



DIAGNOSTIC QUIZZES 
 
For answering correctly, 
they start at Level 3 
(medium difficulty 
problems). 
 
For answering incorrectly, 
they start at Level 2 
(easier problems) and will 
practice those first. 



DIAGNOSTIC QUIZZES 
 
Students can review their 
diagnostic quiz answers 
after completing the quiz. 



DIAGNOSTIC QUIZZES 
 
After finishing the first 
quiz, the students are 
encouraged to continue on 
through the next three. 
 
These can be completed 
over a series of days, they 
do not have to be done in 
a single sitting. 



FOCUSED PRACTICE 



FOCUSED PRACTICE 
 
Once the diagnostic 
quizzes are complete, the 
system will recommend 
the highest value skills for 
them to practice. 
 
Students should start by 
practicing the 
recommended skills (here, 
“Right triangle word 
problems”). 



FOCUSED PRACTICE 
 
However, students can 
also scroll down and click 
to practice any of the skills 
if they wish. 



FOCUSED PRACTICE 
 
When practicing a skill, 
students will answer 5 
questions. 
 
If they get 3 in a row right, 
they will level up to harder 
problems. 
 
If they miss 3 in a row, 
they will level down to 
easier problems. 



FOCUSED PRACTICE 
 
If they’re not sure how to 
solve a problem, students 
can click “Show hint” to get 
a step-by-step solution. 



FOCUSED PRACTICE 
 
If they’re not sure how to 
solve a problem, students 
can click “Show hint” to get 
a step-by-step solution. 



FOCUSED PRACTICE 
 
Taking a hint will count as 
a “miss,” but it’s a great 
way for students to learn 
the skills. 



FOCUSED PRACTICE 
 
Students can also click to 
watch an example video 
(for an easier or a harder 
problem). 



FOCUSED PRACTICE 
 
The video opens in a new 
web browser tab. 



READING & WRITING 



READING & WRITING 
DIAGNOSTICS 
 
Like Math, Reading & 
Writing also has four 10-
question diagnostics to 
find their starting skill 
levels. 



READING & WRITING 
DIAGNOSTICS 
 
Before completing the 
diagnostics, the individual 
skill levels are disabled 
(true for Math as well). 
 
In this state, a student can 
practice this skill, but they 
cannot level up/down. 



READING & WRITING 
DIAGNOSTICS 
 
Students can watch how-
to example videos where 
Sal works through the 
different passages and 
questions. 



READING & WRITING 
DIAGNOSTICS 
 
All Reading & Writing 
questions on the new 
exam are connected to a 
text passage. 
 
Students can scroll the 
passage and the questions 
independently so they can 
easily see the right part of 
the passage for a 
particular question. 



READING & WRITING 
DIAGNOSTICS 
 
Reading and Writing 
currently has fewer 
individual skills (we will be 
adding individual grammar 
skills soon), but each skill 
corresponds to a specific 
kind of practice the student 
can do. 



READING & WRITING 
DIAGNOSTICS 
 
After answering the 
questions in a passage, 
the student can review 
their answers and read 
explanations for why their 
choice is right or wrong. 



READING & WRITING 
DIAGNOSTICS 
 
After answering the 
questions in a passage, 
the student can review 
their answers and read 
explanations for why their 
choice is right or wrong. 



FULL EXAMS 



FULL EXAMS  
 
Students can take full 
practice exams a section 
at a time (or a whole test 
at once). 



FULL EXAMS  
 
Starting in July, we will be 
able to give students 
“scaled scores” (out of 
1600). Before then, we 
can only supply their raw 
scores, the # of questions 
right/wrong. 



FULL EXAMS  
 
The student has to click 
“Let’s go, start the timer” to 
start the section and the 
clock. 
 
They cannot pause the 
clock for a section once it 
is started – if they leave, it 
will keep running (though 
only to the end of that 
section, not the whole 
test). 



FULL EXAMS  
 
In the new SAT, there are 
fewer sections, but with 
more questions each. 



FULL EXAMS  
 
Once the student 
completes a section, they 
will receive their raw score 
for that section and can 
review their answers. 
 
Our practice system will 
also update their skill 
levels and recommend 
different skills to practice. 



FULL EXAMS  
 
The next section unlocks 
when the student finishes 
the first or the timer runs 
out. The next section won’t 
start until the student 
chooses to start it. 



What’s next? 
Planned apps and features 

Feature / content Timeframe Description 

Question of the 
Day app 

Summer 2015 App with exclusive daily practice redesigned SAT 
questions (CB and KA) 

Paper test 
scoring app 

Fall 2015 App for users to take a picture of a paper test score 
grid and have scores calculated and uploaded (CB) 

Essay grading 
with Lightside 

Fall 2015 Ability to have a practice redesigned SAT 
automatically graded using Lightside (CB) 

Data integration / 
score reporting 

Winter 2015 Option to upload redesigned PSAT / SAT scores 
into KA for further customization (CB and KA) 

Additional 
practice content 

Continuous Regularly added new practice tests, practice 
questions, tutorials, and tips (KA) 
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